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WHAT IS CT.ATMFn TS ? 

L- — A pxiu Lei pi o^ id e d wiLli ---aft^4ixi JJLarY storag e 

comprising: 

a printing task for executing processing related to the 
control of a print engine according^fer6 a request for printing; 

an image generation tasJofor generating said request for 
printing based upon print d^ta sent from an external device; 

a task for writing^to the auxiliary storage, by which data 
related to printing is' stored in said auxiliary storage; and 

a task for reading from the auxiliary storage, by which 
said data stored An said auxiliary storage is read, 

wherein/each of said tasks are exclusively selected and 
executed according to each priority, 

wherein a relative order of priority based upon the 
priority of /said task for writing to said auxiliary storage and 
the priority of said image generation task is varied when a 
predetermined event occurs . 



/2 . A printer according to claim 1 , wherein 

2 0 priorit/ies lower than the priority of said printing task is applied 
to said task for writing to said auxiliary storage and said task 
for reading from said auxiliary storage. 



A printe r according to claim 1, wherein sajil 

:ime. 



25 prejtelfermined event is a predet^TiftiQed elapse of ti 
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' 4": A pi. in Lei acuuidiiig — ciinim i , T.Th^T-o-jp said 

predetermined event is an occurrence of a predeteinnin^d^ituation 
which occurs in a processing of any of 

5, A printer according to claim 4, wherein said 

predetermined event is judgment that quantity of requests for 
printing generated by said/image generation task and stored to 
be consumed by said printing task exceeds" predetermined quantity* 

6 • A or inter according to claim 1 , wherein a priority 

lower than the p/iority of said task for reading from said 
auxiliary storafge is applied to said task for writing to said 
auxiliary storage* 



15 7. / A printer comprising: 

aijf auxiliary storage for storing data related to 

printing 

print engine for executing printing; and 
fa controller comprising: 

writing means for storing said data in said 
auxiliary storage ; 

reading means for reading said data stored in said 
auxiliary storage; 

image generation means for generating a reques 
25 f or /jg£j=¥ttr£nq supplied to s 
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^- printim j extjuuLlon means tux controlling 

print engine, 

wherein, if a predetermined eve«lfSccurs during 
processing for generating said profiting request by said image 
generation means , said writing^ans is executed more precedently 
than a generation of said/request for printing by said image 
generation means. 

8 . Vprinter according to claim 1 , wherein said data 

related to pricing stored in said auxiliary storage includes 
print data sent from an external device. 

9 - / A printer according to claim 1 , wherein said data 

related to* printing stored in said auxiliary storage includes at 



2" 15 least a part of said request for printing. 
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10. a printer control method, comprising: 

a writing process for storing print data received from 
an external device in an auxiliary storage; 

a reading process for reading print data written to said 
auxiliary storage; 

a generation process for generating a request for 
printing based upon said read print data; and 

a printing process 7 for printing based upon said request 
for printi na. 
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_wherein sairl writing r rnr,QC ^ i> ^^^Ued so that ii 
periodically executed by CPU even while said gejieiration process 
is executed by said CPU. 
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11. A printer conj^ol method, comprising: 

a writing process f6r storing print data received from 
an external device in auxiliary storage; 

a reading pr^ess for reading print data written to said 
auxiliary storage:/ 

a generation process for generating a request for 
printing based/ upon said read print data; and 

a printing process for printing based upon said request 
for printing, 

wherein said writing process is controlled so that it is 
precedent-fly executed by said CPU in case a stored quantity of said 
requests/for printing generated by an execution of said generation 
process /by CPU is equal to predetermined quantity. 
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12. A record medium for recording a program for 

operating a printer provided with an auxiliary storage and a print 
engifte by exclusively selecting and executing any of plural tasks 
according to priority, wherein said program comprises: 

a writing task for storing data in said auxiliary storage; 
a reading task for,reading data stored in said auxiliary 

storage; 
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fox: 



^ an im a g o generation Ldbk lux generating a r < 
printing supplied to said print engine; and 

a printing task for controlling''" said print engine, 
wherein said printing tasje"is controlled so that it is 
most precedently executed . 
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13. A record medium for recording a program for 

operating a printer provided with an auxiliary storage and a print 
engine by exclusively selecting and executing any of plural tasks 
according to priority, wherein: 
said/program comprises 

a waiting task for storing data in said auxiliary storage; 
'reading task for reading data stored in said auxiliary 

storage; 

an image generation task for generating a request for 
printing supplied to said print engine; and 

a printing task for controlling said print engine, 
wherein priority according to which said writing^ task and 
sayLd image gene ration task are executed is controller?! so that it 
lS^varied according to a predetermined condition. 
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